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That was the most wonderful evening of my life. Was you there? Everybody 

just came to me and was so nice. Miss Gillespie said I was the best girl she 

ever had in dramatic club. Well. I was so scared. I was just saying words. I 

didn’t know I was doing anything special. Everybody was so nice to me. I 

began to cry. Just all of a sudden I began to cry. Miss Gillespie, she said, 

“What are you crying about?” I said “I don’t know. Everybody’s so nice to 

me.” She said, “You should be happy. Tonight was a triumph for you.” Well I 

just couldn’t stop bawling. My mother was there. She said, “What are you 

crying about?” I said, “I don’t know.” Well I’m going to tell you, we went 

home, my mother and I –I just didn’t want to do home at all that night. I was 

up in the clouds. But we finally went home and my mother gave me a hug. 

And I began to cry all over again. My mother, you might know, is a Seventh - 

day Adventist and is very pious and severe, and she didn’t even want me to be 

in the play. And we don’t do much hugging in our house .I do believe that was 

the first hug she gave in I don’t remember-since I was an infant, I believe. 

She’s a Seventh - day Adventist, you know. She won’t work on Saturday, not 

even in defense plant down there where she’s working now, in the Goodrich 

Rubber Company. All of a sudden in the last few years my mother has 

become very religious. She was a belle pretty girl when she was young. My 

uncle George says she was the belle of Clarksville, Tennessee. That’s where I 

was born- that’s near Fort Donelson, where Grant won the first Northern 

victory in the civil war. Well I couldn’t stop crying all night long, and I woke 

up the next morning, I know sooner opened my eyes, and I began bawling 

again. I got tears in my eyes right now just talking about it. Isn’t that the 

silliest thing you ever saw? That was the most wonderful night of my life.   


